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We look back with pride on a most
impressive Athletics season. Our
Junior team, consisting of pupils
from Year 7 and 8, secured
qualification to the National
Finals of the English Schools’
Track and Field Cup competition.
The National Final, which brings
together the top twelve
performing teams nationwide,
was held at Gateshead
International Stadium on Saturday
29 June 2013. The team travelled to
Gateshead full of optimism.
After an outstanding day of competition,
the side amassed a total of 483 points
which placed them seventh in the final
rankings. The team members were a little
disappointed not to finish in a higher
position however there were some
outstanding performances on the day
including nine personal bests. Notable

No.70

Lord Stewart Wood
at Speech Day

Championship the
previous
week, was a memorable
experience for the team and they should
look back on their achievement with a
great sense of pride. We congratulate all
the pupils involved and thank the
members of Physical Education
Department for the hours of preparation
and training that have been provided in
order for the team to reach such an

WHSB Reaches English Schools’

National Athletics Finals

performances in the field came from
Matthew Otoo who threw 30.99m in the
discus, Chris Rossell who threw 34.99m
in the hammer, Luke Wood who threw
9.75m in the shot and Micah Tsekeri who
jumped 4.80m in the long jump. On the
track, LeRon Hunte-St Rose produced a
time of 13.3 seconds over the hurdles,
Oliver Paul ran 4.43 minutes in the 1500m
(which is just one second short of the
school record), whilst our relay team
produced an excellent run in the final
event of the day. Competing at the
International Stadium, which was home to
the
European
Athletics
Team
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impressive level. Further success has
come at an individual level as two of our
students were selected to represent
Essex at the National Track and Field
Finals which were held in Birmingham on
5 and 6 July 2013. Aaron MensahAfoakwah (Year 9) competed in the triple
jump and with the relay squad whilst Alice
Perkins (Year 12) ran in the 3000m. This
is the first time any student from WHSB
has represented the County in this
competition. At the time of writing, the
results are not known but these will
feature in our Spring edition of the Diary.
Mr D Phillips, Head of Physical Education

PUBLIC EXAMINATION RESULTS 2013
This year we celebrate some impressive A2 results. 12.8% of our entries returned the top grade
of A* whilst a further 25.8% of our entries were graded A. Many students achieved notable
success, including three students who achieved four or more A* grades, whilst a further five
students achieved three A* grades. In all, forty-one students achieved at least one A* grade, which
is almost a quarter of the entire year group. The overall pass rate remained excellent at 99.6%.
At AS Level, our students produced some good results with 41.5% of their entries graded
A.Twenty-six students achieved straight A grades in their four subjects, which is a
noteworthy achievement. At GCSE, the proportion of A*/A grades increased slightly to 73% with 39%
of all our GCSE entries being graded A*. We have many pupils who have
performed at an exceptionally high level,
including 102 pupils who achieved 8 or more
A*-A grades and 41 pupils who achieved
12A*-A grades. We congratulate all our
students and give them our best wishes
going forward.
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The School’s Annual Speech Day will
take place on Thursday 7 November in
the School Hall. The Guest of Honour
this year will be Lord Wood who is a
Shadow Minister without Portfolio in the
Shadow Cabinet and a strategic
adviser to Ed Miliband, Leader of the
Labour Party.
Dr Stewart Wood
joined the House
of Lords as a life
Peer in 2011. He
is an academic
with
practical
experience
of
front-line
politics
and
policy
development. Since 1995, he has been
teaching politics as a Fellow of
Magdalen College, Oxford University.
His publications focus on welfare and
economic policy in Western Europe
and North America, as well as
constitutional reform and public policy
in the UK.
Lord Wood was a special adviser to the
Chancellor of the Exchequer on the
Treasury’s Council of
Economic
Advisers (2001-2007) and a special
adviser on Foreign and Commonwealth
Office matters, Department of Culture
Media and Sport affairs and Northern
Ireland at 10 Downing Street for the
Prime Minister (2007-2010). After the
2010 General Election Lord Wood
worked on Ed Miliband’s campaign for
the leadership of the Labour Party.
Outside politics, Lord Wood has worked
as a consultant on BBC documentaries
and is on the board of the Royal Court
Theatre. He listens to, and plays,
alternative country music, is a film buff
and a lifelong fan of Liverpool FC.
Lord Wood attended Judd Grammar
School in Kent and we are delighted to
welcome him to WHSB for Speech Day,
which provides the School with an
opportunity
to
celebrate
the
achievements of pupils throughout the
School during the past academic year.
The evening is a compulsory
attendance for all pupils in Year 11 and
above and others wishing to attend
may do so using the Diary reply slip. It
is anticipated that we shall have over
900 pupils, staff and guests in
attendance.

Welcome back from Changes to the
Leadership and
the Headmaster
Management
I am delighted to welcome all staff and
Structure
pupils back to what promises to be an
exciting and exceptionally demanding
academic year at WHSB. The range of
activities covered in this edition of the
Diary indicates the breadth of
opportunities available at the School. I
would like to thank all those colleagues
and pupils who have contributed to the
programme and I hope that many
parents and pupils will take advantage
of the opportunities provided.
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all parents and pupils for their
support in completing the School’s
biennial survey (the Kirkland Rowell
Survey). I have included a summary of
the main findings as an insert to the Diary.
The School is delighted with the overall
results and particularly pleased that
parents and pupils judge our performance
to be outstanding. There are a number of
areas which show improvement and this
is also pleasing. In considering the
feedback we note there are also areas
requiring further work and these will be
incorporated in to the School’s
Development Plan for the coming year.
We also plan to make increasing use of
pupil voice going forward.
WHSB is a successful School, however
we are not a complacent School. During
the last academic year the School has
put in place arrangements to further
improve the quality of our teaching and
learning. At WHSB we are fortunate to
have well qualified and exceptionally
able teachers who encourage and
inspire our pupils. In order to build on
this success we will be focussing on a
whole-school teaching and learning
strategy, which will include the
launching of our new learner profile,
outlining our aspirations for our pupils. It
will also involve greater use of
technology for teaching and learning
and more emphasis on encouraging
independent learning.
We are delighted that we have been
able to introduce Spanish this year as
an option to the new Year 7 cohort. All
Year 7 pupils will study two languages
from September 2013. The School
places great emphasis on learning
languages in order to prepare pupils
fully for our increasingly globalized and
competitive world. We continue to
review our curriculum and anticipate
further developments in the not too
distant future.

This September there will be a number
of changes to the School’s leadership
and management structure. Following a
rigorous internal selection process
involving five candidates, Mr Cass was
appointed Acting Director of Lower
School Studies and will join the Senior
Team from September 2013. He will
also take over responsibility for external
links and the Westcliff Centre for Gifted
Children.
Mr Williams will move to the position of
Director of Middle School and will also
have strategic oversight for the Pastoral
System. In addition, Mr Williams will
hold wider responsibilities relating to
staff professional development.
The changes in the leadership structure
have created further opportunities for
the professional development of
colleagues. Dr McKerrow will take over
responsibility for the management of
Enrichment Days, PSHEE, Careers &
Industry Links and Off-Timetable
provision. Further changes to the
leadership and management are
planned for the coming year in order to
further increase the quality of
educational provision for pupils.

Expansion of the CCF
In July the cadets, Lt. Bleakley and the
Headmaster met with Rt Hon Mark
Francois,
Minister
for
Defence
Personnel, Welfare and Veterans, who
commended the cadets on their
splendid progress in their first year of
operation. The cadets shared their
experiences with the minister and spoke
warmly of the benefits and enjoyment
they derive from involvement in the
CCF. Following negotiations with the
MoD and with the support of our partner,
Brentwood School, Lt Bleakley will be
offering up to an additional 27 places for
those in Year 9 who wish to apply to join
the School’s CCF. The vacancies will be
advertised late in the autumn term and
the new cadets will begin training in the
spring term. The School is most grateful
to Lt. Bleakley and other members of
staff for their excellent work and
continuing support for the CCF.

Staff Changes for
the Autumn Term
We begin the new academic year with a
number of changes to staffing. Mr Ford
has served at WHSB for six years
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holding a variety of positions of
responsibility including Head of History,
Head of Sixth Form and, most recently,
Director of Teaching and Learning. We
thank him for his service to WHSB and
wish him well in his new position as
Acting Deputy Headmaster at his new
School in Kent.
This year we say goodbye to two
long-serving members of staff. Dr White
has taught History and Politics at WHSB
for 38 years with great success and
distinction and held numerous positions
of responsibility, including Deputy
Headmaster. He has been an inspiration
for generations of students and
teachers alike. Mrs Skinner has served
for over thirty years at WHSB as a
teacher of Physics, as well as holding
the positions of Head of Physics and
Head of Science. We are grateful to her
for her outstanding service to WHSB.
We give both colleagues our best
wishes for the future.
Mr Berry and Mr Nichol have been with
us a short time, however both have
made contributions to the development
of their respective departments.
Mr Berry has overseen a significant
increase in the number of extracurricular opportunities offered by the
English department. Mr Nichol has
established the highly successful
concert band and he leaves extracurricular music in a very strong
position. We thank both gentlemen. We
are pleased that Miss Arnold will take
over the leadership of the English
department and we welcome Mr Camillo
and Mr Derrick to teach Music under the
leadership of Mr Sinnott.
Mr Brown has taught Mathematics with
great success for many years at
Westcliff and now moves to take up a
position at an international school in
Monaco. Mr Brown has also served
WHSB with distinction as a Staff
Governor. Mr Barnett has taught
Mathematics for four years at WHSB.
He has also given leadership to School’s
House system and great service to
School Sport. He moves to the
independent sector to work at
Brentwood School. We wish both staff
well. We are pleased to welcome Ms
Dole, Ms Kittle, Mrs Wimsett and Mr
Mann who join the Mathematics
department. This subject continues to
attract increasing numbers of A Level
students.
Mr Kerridge-Phipps and Mr Cerny move
to Independent Schools. Both men have
taught English and contributed greatly to
our extra-curricular life during their time
with us. Mr Kerridge-Phipps has assisted
with Poetry in Performance (PIP) Club
and Mr Cerny co-directed the School’s

recent production of Macbeth, as well as
coaching pupil speakers for public
occasions. We extend our best wishes
to both gentlemen and welcome in their
place Ms Elphick, Mr Phillips and Mrs
Marlow. Mr Balcombe leaves WHSB to
take up a position at Dulwich College in
Beijing. He has made a considerable
contribution to the development of the
Computing and ICT Department.
We wish him success in his new
position. Mr Senior will take over the
leadership of the department and we are
pleased to welcome Ms Aubeeluck to
the department.
Mrs Walker leaves us having served the
Mathematics department during the last
eighteen months and we give her our
best wishes for the future. We also say
goodbye to Mrs Golding who joined us
in January and has ably assisted Mr
Nichol during the last two terms. Mr
Fleet, who made a valuable, part-time
contribution to the teaching of Sixth
Form Economics this academic year
leaves us and Mrs Brown joins the
Economics department. She will also
make a contribution to History teaching.
Mr Barber joins us to teach Geology and
Geography while Mr Cooper moves to a
part-time role.
Mr O’Donoghue, who taught French,
leaves after one year in order to pursue
PhD studies at University College
London. Ms Bellinghausen has served
the School as both German Assistant
and as a cover teacher for Ms Cavalier.
She intends to train as a teacher and we
give her our best wishes. Mr Sampson
and Mrs Niedziela join the Modern
Foreign Languages department to teach
French and German respectively.
Mr Potter and Mr Richardson have
served for one year in the Science
Department. They have both made
valuable contributions towards the
teaching of Science and we thank them
for their work. We are pleased to welcome
Ms Delahunty as the Head of Physics
and Mr Dalby as a teacher of Physics.
Mr Ashton Moore and Miss Hannah
Wakling have given splendid service in

their roles as Teaching Assistants at
WHSB. As former students they know
the School well and have formed
excellent working relationships with our
pupils. We wish both of them well as
they take up places in Higher Education
this September.

The Capital
Development Project
Early last academic year the School
worked with architects on the production
of a strategic plan for the development
of the facilities. We also submitted a
successful capital funding bid to the
Educational Funding Agency (EFA) in
December. I am pleased to announce
that the School will be investing a total of
£4.5million pounds on improving
facilities at WHSB next year. The
Capital programme consists of two main
projects. The first project will build much
needed additional Sixth Form teaching,
study and social facilities to the west of
the School. It will also incorporate much
improved Main School toilet facilities.
The second project will involve a
complete overhaul of the Science Block
providing a new roof, curtain walls and
glazing as well as improved toilet
facilities. It is the School’s intention to
follow this project with a phased
programme for modernizing the science
laboratory
facilities.
Preparatory
planning work was undertaken during
the summer term and it is anticipated
that building works will commence in the
late Autumn Term. Provision will be
made to minimize disruption to the
School operations and we look forward
to providing new state of the art facilities
for the pupils through this project.
Headmaster

Annual Service of
Remembrance
The Annual Service of Remembrance
for the whole School will take place on
Monday 11 November at 8.50am. The
Service will run until approximately

9.40am and will include hymns,
readings, prayers and music to
remember the fallen. The Head Boy,
Richard Wells, will lay a wreath in
memory of those from the School who
gave their lives in both World Wars and
in other conflicts. The School’s
Combined Cadet Force (CCF) will also
be involved in the arrangements for the
Service. Parents are warmly invited to
join us for the occasion and for coffee in
the Conference Room after the Service.
Seating should be reserved in advance
using the Diary reply slip.

Annual Festival of
Lessons & Carols
Monday 16 December 2013
The School’s traditional Service of
carols and nine readings telling the
Christmas story will take place at the
beginning of the final week of term. The
readers will be drawn from across the
School’s community and the carols will
be performed by the School Choir. The
congregation will be invited to contribute
through the singing of well-known
Christmas hymns. After the Service,
those in attendance are invited to
partake of some mince pies and coffee
in the Humanities Forum. Parents are
warmly invited to join us and seating
should be reserved in advance using the
Diary reply slip.

Congratulations to
our new Head Boy
and Deputy Headboys
I am delighted to make use of this
edition of the Diary to introduce WHSB’s
new Head Boy and his two Deputies to
the wider School Community. Our Head
Boy, Richard Wells, will be well known
to those who have attended drama
events at WHSB. Over the years
Richard has given many memorable
performances on the WHSB stage,

A Day in Toy Making Saturday 16 November 2013
Mr Senior’s popular Saturday Craft Days for the Lower School continue in November.
On this occasion, the focus will be on toy making and pupils will develop their craft
skills in the marking out, cutting and finishing of wood. The day is open to all pupils
in Years 7-9 and participants will have the opportunity to build a scaled replica
vintage Mercedes Saloon.
The essential materials used are pine and mahogany and the length of the finished
vehicle will be 350mm. The charge of £40 for each pupil is inclusive of materials
which, barring catastrophes, ought to afford a splendid model, finished and
polished for pupils to take home. Early booking is advised.
Mr N Senior, Head of Design and Technology & Computing
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however he is a young man of immense
breadth who contributes to WHSB
across many fields. He has made a
splendid start to his tenure as Head Boy
and is ably supported by his Deputies,
Joel Olylesse and Daniel Harrington.
Headmaster

Free School Meals
(FSM)
Free School Meals are available to the
children of families in receipt of any one
or more of the following benefits: Income
Support, Income-based Jobseeker’s
Allowance, Income-related Employment
and Support Allowance, Support under
Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum
Act 1999, Child Tax Credit (but not
Working Tax Credit) and have an annual
income (as assessed by HM Revenue &
Customs) that does not exceed
£16,190, and Working Tax Credit
‘run-on’ (the payment received for a
further four weeks after families stop
qualifying for Working Tax Credit).
Parents wishing to apply for Free School
Meals for their son or daughter should
contact Mrs Morrant in the Finance
Office. We are aware, however, that
there are a number of families who are
eligible for this entitlement but who do
not claim it and we would be interested
to hear from either pupils or their parents
about the barriers to making a claim. All
replies should be directed to the relevant
Pastoral Offices and they will be treated
in confidence.
Dr A Oliver, Deputy Headmaster

Continuing
Professional
Development
At WHSB we are fortunate to have a
body of committed teachers, all at
different stages in their careers, but all
with a strong interest in their chosen
academic fields and a desire to inspire a
similar interest in their pupils. It is a
professional responsibility of all
teachers to be engaged in effective and
sustained professional development
throughout their careers.
At the start of this new academic year,
we celebrate the successes of our
trainee teachers from last year. Mr
Shirlin and Mr Groves both passed their
Newly Qualified Teacher (NQT)
Induction. Mr Williamson, Mrs Lewinton
and Mr Hill were all awarded Qualified
Teacher Status in June 2013, and were
graded as outstanding trainees. They
will work towards their Newly Qualified
Teacher Induction this year along with
three other new members of staff, Mrs
Niedziela, Mr Camillo and Mrs Brown. In

addition to our own trainees we
welcomed a large cohort of teachers
from other local secondary schools who
completed their compulsory second
school placements at WHSB to a high
standard. Teachers from WHSB acted
as mentors and enjoyed the opportunity
to work collaboratively with these
teachers from other schools.
Looking ahead to the forthcoming
academic year, Miss Dole, Miss Kittle
and Mr Wright will complete their Post
Graduate Certificates of Education
through the University of Buckingham.
In addition, we hope to send several
members of staff on the highly
acclaimed Prince’s Teaching Institute
(PTI) Days for new subject teachers.
The PTI is an independent educational
charity created by the Prince of Wales
which operates on the principle that all
children deserve a rich subject-based
experience at school, both within and
beyond the examination curriculum.
Mrs J Williams
Senior Teacher: Staff Tutor

Worldwise Quiz
The Geography Department will be
running an inter-House Worldwise Quiz
this term for Years 7-10. Teams of three
will compete to prove they are the most
knowledgeable geographers in their
Year and they may then have the
opportunity to progress to regional
rounds where they will compete against
rivals from nearby schools. Questions
will incorporate the syllabus for the
particular Year group but will also
contain more general questions on atlas
knowledge (for example, capital
cities and the location of countries).
Geographical issues in the news and
general geographical trivia, such as the
highest mountain and largest ocean, will
also be tested. We look forward to some
enthralling competitions.
Miss S Sparks
Year 9 Progress Leader

Old Westcliffians’
Association (OWA)
The Old Westcliffians’ Association is
currently in the process of formulating
an OWA website which will be linked to
the Alumni area of the newly-updated
School website. The OWA website will
give access to back copies of the annual
newsletter and will have the facility for
the ordering of School ties and cufflinks.
This is an exciting development and,
with the Headmaster's support, we hope
to bring it to fruition in the very near future.
This year the Annual Dinner will be held
on Saturday 14 September at the
School, 6.15pm for 7.00pm. The
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speaker will be Peter Bone, MP for
Wellingborough, an OW and, some
might say, one of the torchbearers for
traditional Tories. It promises to be a
stimulating evening. Those interested in
attending should contact the Association’s
Secretary, Terry Birdseye, for more
information. He can be contacted by
email terry.birdseye@gmail.com
or by telephone (01702) 714241
or (07752)192164.
Mr T Birdseye
Secretary, OWA

Helping Parents to
Help Their Sons
The relationship between home and
school is central to a pupil’s success.
The Helping Parents to Help Their Sons
evenings are designed to help parents
understand how pupils may be helped
in their studies and the potential barriers
to success that might be faced. Our Year
7 evening will take place on Thursday
19 September and will comprise a
series of short presentations covering
English, Mathematics, Science, the
Humanities and Modern Languages in
addition to an introductory address from
Mr Cass, Director of Lower School
Studies. We hope this evening will
enable parents to better understand the
subject knowledge and skills essential
for pupils to progress in these subject
areas. The second evening will be
offered to parents of Year 8 and 9 pupils
on an invitation basis on Thursday 26
September. We hope that you will be
able to support us on these evenings
and help foster further collaboration
between home and the School.
Mr W Williams, Assistant Head

Oxbridge
Preparations
In June the School hosted a highly
successful conference for potential
Oxbridge candidates. It was attended
by four academics from the universities
of Oxford and Cambridge, six current
undergraduate Old Westcliffians and
one hundred and nineteen students
from across local grammar and partner
schools. The information and advice so
freely given on this occasion should
significantly enhance the chances of
individuals from WHSB in making
successful applications to the country’s
most prestigious universities this term.
The School’s programme of internal trial
interviews will begin in October with
reciprocal arrangements with Westcliff
High School for Girls undertaken in
November.
Mr R Stevens
Oxbridge Coordinator and Head of Politics

Junior Mathematical Challenge
The Junior Mathematical Challenge is aimed at all pupils in Year 8 studying Mathematics in the United Kingdom. The
challenge involves answering twenty-five multiple choice questions in sixty minutes and is taken in School under normal
examination conditions. Approximately the top 6% of students nationally (and in British International Schools abroad) receive
gold certificates, the next 13% silver and the next 21% bronze. This year’s challenge took place on Thursday 25 April. Of
those entered, thirty-two pupils achieved gold certificates. Jed Waghorn achieved the highest score in the School and
progressed to the next round, the Olympiad. Jasen Walker, Joseph Viner and
Jamie Penkman also performed particularly well. In addition, thirty-four
achieved silver certificates and thirty-nine were awarded bronze certificates.
Mr C Brown, Second in Mathematics
High achievers: (from left to right)
Jed Waghorn, Jasen Walker, Joseph Viner and Jamie Penkman

WHSB Parents’
Association 100 Club
The ‘100 Club’ was established in
December 1996 and since its launch
has raised thousands of pounds
enabling the Parents’ Association to
provide many beneficial items for the
School and its pupils. In the last two
years, the Parents’ Association has
donated an extraordinary £16,000 to the
School across several departments plus
a further £4,000 on the new cricket
scorebox, presented in honour of Mr
Baker’s retirement in 2012. Projects
funded outside of departmental budgets
include: a piano and musical instruments
for the Music Department; digital image
transfer equipment for the Technology
Department; a contemporary library
resource for the Sixth Form; new rugby
kit for the PE Department and sound
and light equipment that is used for the
multitude of events that take place in
School throughout the year. With the
passing of each school year, the
Parents’Association loses members of
the ‘100 Club’ as their sons and
daughters leave WHSB. Therefore it is
vital for new members to become
involved. For a monthly Standing Order
contribution of £5 members, who must
be associated with the School, are
entered into a monthly draw to win a

cash sum, currently in the region of
£150. If you would like to join the ‘100
Club’, please contact our Parents’
Association
Treasurer
at
pa@whsb.essex.sch.uk or via the
School Office. Joining forms and
instructions can also be downloaded
from the secure area of the School
website. Thank you for your support.
Mrs J Clarke,
Chair of the Parentsʼ Association

Year 10 Education
Evening
On Tuesday 24 September 2013, we
shall be holding an Education Evening
for all Year 10 pupils and their parents.
The purpose of this evening will be to
provide information, advice and
guidance on how pupils might best
negotiate studying for the GCSE
examinations that they will be sitting in
the Summer of 2015. Pupils embarking
on their courses are more likely to
maximise their potential and feel secure
and confident, if they are supported by
their parents. Parents, in turn, can only
be supportive, if they appreciate the
nature of the examination content and,
in some subjects, the Controlled
Assessments and coursework that their
son will need to undertake during their
time in Years 10 and 11. These, and

wider considerations bearing upon
GCSE success, will be discussed. The
expectation is for a full attendance of
both pupils and parents alike for what
historically has been an educational and
constructive evening.
Mr A Farrell
Head of Middle School

School Attendance
The start of a new Academic Year
provides an opportunity to remind
parents and pupils of the importance of
the continuity of education. The
majority of pupils maintain splendid
attendance records and both they and
the School take appreciable pride in
their commitment. However, in recent
years the number of parental requests
for leave of absence has increased
despite having thirteen weeks available
when pupils are on School holidays. We
understand that there will always be an
exceptional case to the general rule,
however we wish to advise parents that
requests for leave of absence for
holidays will not be granted. We know
that there is a strong correlation
between good attendance and excellent
educational outcomes, and maintaining
outstanding pupil attendance remains a
top priority. We are grateful for the
continuing support of so many parents
regarding the matter of attendance.

An Evening with Ann Widdecombe
22nd November 2013 at 7.30 pm in the WHSB School Hall
We are delighted that Ann Widdecombe has agreed to visit the School to help raise money for the Southend Community
Fund which is this year’s mayoral charity. Not only does this promise to be an entertaining evening, but we anticipate that
Ann will give all those attending much to think about in relation to governance and public life. After her talk she will take
questions from the audience. Ann has also agreed to sign copies of her books including her recently published autobiography.
A rare anti-hunting Tory, who campaigned for prison education and once put on a miner's
overalls to go down a coal mine, Ann Widdecombe has never been afraid of controversy. Her
memoirs reveal a singular personality who lives life to the full. From feisty and witty
appearances on Have I Got News For You to her unforgettable and star-turning performances
on Strictly Come Dancing, Ann has earned her place in the public's affections and has been
heralded as a 'national living treasure' by the Guardian. Tickets are priced at £10 for adults and
£5 for students although Sixth Form Politics students are invited to attend free of charge.
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Academy Outreach Work
Summer
Cricket
Camp

Westcliff Centre for
Gifted Children:
Autumn Programme
2013

The
Physical
Education
Department ran a successful
Cricket Summer Camp during
the Summer holidays from
12-16 August 2013. The camp was aimed at local Year 5 and 6
primary school pupils in the Borough as well as our own Year 7
pupils. Staff and an overseas player delivered high quality
coaching to pupils across the week in order to develop their
cricketing performance. They used the full range of superb
facilities that we have on offer at WHSB including indoor nets,
bowling machines, speed guns and grass and Astroturf wickets.

As you may know, the
Westcliff Centre for Gifted
Children was established
to challenge disadvantage
and to encourage those
who may, in the past,
have overlooked the
possibility of Grammar
School education to give
consideration
to
it.
It provides additional
encouragement and much
needed motivation for
local Year 5 pupils who
are already contemplating
applying to one of the four
local Grammar Schools
but would like a taste of
the opportunities to come.

Mr A Pickering
Second in Physical Education

As usual, this term the WCGC will offer a free two-part
programme for Year 5 pupils (boys and girls) living in the
Borough of Southend who are considering applying for a
Grammar School education. The programme will launch
on Saturday 12 October 2013 with a day of fun activities
designed to challenge and engage gifted pupils. This will
include some formal 11+ activity alongside other
stimulating activities designed to develop the aptitudes
tested in the 11+ examinations. The second part of the
programme will consist of five one-hour weekly sessions
giving pupils the opportunity not only to improve their
academic achievement but also to be fully prepared for
the Grammar School selection process. These follow-up
sessions will take place on Thursday 17 and 24 October
and Thursday 7, 14 and 21 November 2013.

Comets and
Exoplanets:
Dr Carolin Crawford

Finally, the WCGC will be offering a free one-day
Geography programme and a free one-day Science
programme for local Year 5 pupils (boys and girls) living in
the Priority Admissions Area (SS0-SS9). These
programmes will be held on Saturday 5 October and
Saturday 19 October 2013 respectively and will include
fun activities designed to challenge and engage those
pupils who have a natural aptitude, interest and passion
for these subjects.

Dr Carolin Crawford, Astrophysics Fellow at Emmanuel
College, Cambridge and member of the Institute of
Astronomy, will be visiting WHSB on Thursday 26
September. Dr Crawford will be speaking to Sixth Form
Physics students from 3:45pm to 5:30pm on the latest
discoveries in the field of Exoplanets (planets around
other stars) and how these are detected. However,
Dr Crawford will remain in School to give a presentation
in the evening on the fascinating world of Comets. This
second talk will be for a general audience and all are
welcome.

Mr Cass
Director of Lower School Studies

Mr R Stevens
Oxbridge Coordinator and Head of Politics
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New School Website & Prospectus
– Unlock Your Potential
Development of the
New School Prospectus

communication. This is a new venture for us and we hope it will
prove to be popular. Social media is often publicised for its
negative features but we believe that it can help to bring our
community together and help faciltate the passage of information
from home to School. That said, we will still retain an emphasis
on traditional forms of communication and parents are asked to
express any concerns or raise issues in writing rather than
through electronic means.

Over the past academic year, the
School has been working with
Interactive Schools (a leading
company in website and prospectus
design) on our Main School and
Sixth Form prospectuses. We have
developed a concept which
underpins all of our new materials
and which we hope conveys our
vision for our pupils, acknowledging
the seven year journey on which
they embark when they join
WHSB. We aim to provide our
pupils with confidence and social skills (though our pastoral
provision) and opportunity (of both curricular and extracurricular
variety) in order that they might achieve at the very highest
levels and reach their ambitions. We have adopted the tagline
Unlock Your Potential as a way of communicating this vision.
The Main School prospectus was launched on Tuesday 24 June
2013 and has received some very positive feedback indeed. An
interactive version of the prospectus will be available on the new
School Website shortly. We hope that you will agree that this is
an exceptionally attractive and user-friendly publication in which
WHSB can be very proud. We are looking forward to launching
the new Sixth Form prospectus at our Sixth Form Open
Evenings in November.

Developments planned for the next academic year include the
introduction of a fortnightly electronic newsletter for parents and
pupils alike and this will link directly to the new website. We will
also introduce three separate secure areas for parents, alumni
and staff which will allow us to publish more privileged information
for these different constituencies. The secure areas will be
password protected and further information on these will follow in
due course. Looking to the future, we wish to develop more video
content for the website (which will appear on the WHSB YouTube
channel) and to introduce a system of attractive digital signage
around the School environment.

Launch of the
New School Website

These are exciting times and we hope that parents will
appreciate the steps that have been taken within this field.
Mr W Williams
Assistant Head

In conjunction with the development of the new prospectuses, we
have been working on an updated, contemporary and more
interactive website. The design of the website, which has been
developed by Interactive Schools, follows the thematic concept of
unlocking the pupils’ potential. The site was launched in its light
version on Tuesday 24 June 2013, the first of our Open Evenings
for prospective pupils. The site development continued over the
Summer period with the addition of more content and interactive
features such as the Latest News section and photograph
galleries. One of the most impressive features of the new site is
its Calendar feature which allows filtering by day and event. The
same process of filtering is available in the Sport Fixtures and
Results section. We hope that these additions will prove useful to
parents in helping to navigate our extensive extra-curricular offer.

Home-School
Communications
The School’s recent Kirkland Rowell highlighted that ease of
communication with parents remains an area requiring
further development. Over the last twelve months the School
has invested heavily in a new ICT network and website. Our
new website remains under construction, but is now officially
in use and we anticipate that it will ultimately enhance the
School’s ability to provide more up to date information for
parents and pupils. We greatly value the feedback we have
received from parents and during the coming year the School
shall be reviewing its arrangements for communicating with
parents and examining a range of options to facilitate
improved communication.
Headmaster

The School is also embracing social media and parents may wish
to follow WHSB on Twitter (WHSforBoys). Our aim is to provide
regular updates (‘tweets’) on our life at the School and to aid
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Lectures and Talks
The American
Occupation of
Australia, 1941- 45:
A Marriage of Necessity
27 November 2013
To coincide with the recent publication of his book, Dr McKerrow
invites pupils, parents, and teachers to a university-style lecture
based on his research into the American military in Australia
during the Second World War. Over 120,000 American troops
were stationed in Australia during the war. Hundreds of thousands
more passed through the country between 1941 and 1945.
Following Japan’s conquest of the Philippines in 1942, Australia
was transformed into the principal base for the United States Army
in the Southwest Pacific. This American occupation of an allied
country resulted in several areas of tension between friends.
Dr McKerrow will talk about the origins of his study, the challenges
of academic research and two chapters from his book.
Specifically, Dr McKerrow will discuss the thousands of crimes
committed by American personnel during the occupation, how
Australians reacted to these crimes and how the American military

sought to exercise “damage control” and even protect GIs from
prosecution by spiriting them out of Australia. In addition,
Australia’s rather ambiguous relations with black American troops
will be an area of discussion. The lecture will be in the Westcliff
Theatre, therefore space will be limited.
Dr J McKerrow,
Second in History Department

Southend
Museum Talk on
Prittlewell Priory
Mr Ken Crowe of Southend Museum will be visiting WHSB early
this term to talk to Year 7 pupils about local history. The
ten-year research project has recently been completed on the
Anglo-Saxon “Prittlewell Prince” whose grave was excavated in
2003 and a new history of Prittlewell Priory has been written
following last year’s restoration and refurbishment work. For
interested Lower School students, we plan to follow up Mr Crowe’s
visit with a History Club visit to this important local history site.
Mr R Stevens, Oxbridge Coordinator and Head of Politics

Forensic Archaeology and
Researching Military Ancestry
Mr Steve Roberts, a former Military Policeman and current military guide and archaeologist, will be visiting WHSB on the
evening of Thursday 19 September to reveal some of the practical techniques of forensic archaeology and to demonstrate
how military records can be used to identify individuals from the First and Second World Wars. Steve works with many
archaeological projects on the Western Front and has years of experience tracing military ancestries. An enthralling evening
is in prospect.
Mr R Stevens
Oxbridge Coordinator and Head of Politics
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Lectures and Talks
Lower Sixth Subject
Masterclasses

Food in the First
World War:
Feeding the
Tommies

The School arranged for twenty-five Lower Sixth students to
attend Subject Masterclasses at Cambridge University
across a number of weekends last term. The days were
exceptionally rewarding for students and Bolu Ayantunde and
Abdou Abdelkawy outline some of their experiences below:
“On Saturday 23 March 2013, I travelled to the University of
Cambridge for a Sixth Form Masterclass in Chemistry
recommended by the School. It included two taster lectures
(at first year undergraduate level) drawn from the Natural
Science Tripos. The first was on Nuclear Magnetic
Resonance Spectroscopy and the second was on Organic
Chemistry. Both were delivered by a Chemistry lecturer at
the University and we were encouraged both to discuss the
lecture content with other attendees and to ask the lecturer
any resulting questions during the lunch break. After the
lectures, came an introduction to the Admissions Process
given by an Admissions Tutor from Selwyn College and
opportunities to hear about life as a Cambridge student from
current undergraduates studying Physics and/or Chemistry
in their 2nd or 3rd year of the Natural Science course.
Overall, it was a very worthwhile experience and one which
has opened my eyes to the intellectual challenge of studying
sciences at top universities.”
Bolu Ayantunde, 13G

Mr Andrew Robertshaw
Our ever-popular military historian Mr Andrew
Robertshaw will be speaking to Year 9 pupils
on Thursday 12 December about some of the myths of
the First World War and inviting them to see, and try on,
some uniforms and military equipment from the time.
Later that same evening Mr Robertshaw will address the
topic of the British Army’s catering services in the Great
War, demonstrating how the soldiers in the trenches and
camps were fed and the logistical burden that this
represented.
In accordance with
Napoleon’s adage
that “an army
marches on its
stomach”,
Mrs
Robinson plans to
serve up some
authentic World
War One recipes
on the evening
with the help
of her Food
Te c h n o l o g y
students!

“I went on a Sixth Form Masterclass at Cambridge for
Engineering in April. The Saturday was divided up into three
lectures, the first concerning the admissions process and
given by a Cambridge Admissions Tutor. The second lecture
showcased some of the research currently undertaken in the
University on the diffraction of light. I found this particularly
interesting given that the researchers are also the lecturers
at Cambridge, so even undergraduates benefit from the very
latest work in the field. The final lecture was based on
geographical engineering and set out some extraordinary
and far-reaching ideas for future technology and how it might
change the world or allow us to control the climate in the
future. The thinking was certainly ambitious; I am not sure
the audience was convinced as to practicality!”
Abdou Abdelkawy, 13G

Mr R Stevens,
Oxbridge
Coordinator
and Head of
Politics

Year 7
Activity Day at East Mersea
As is customary each year, on Saturday 14 September 2013 Mr Cass will take Year 7 to the Essex County Council Youth Camp
at East Mersea for a day of teambuilding activities. Whilst the chief purpose of this trip is for all pupils to have an enjoyable and
positive experience, it also represents an important opportunity for pupils to become better acquainted with fellow pupils in their
Forms, Houses and Year Group. Parents should note that this Activity Day will expose pupils to a variety of exciting and
challenging tasks (including abseiling and climbing) and pupils will, therefore, need to dress comfortably and appropriately.
A change of clothing is also advisable.
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Trips and visits
Duke of
Edinburgh Award:
An Update and
Looking Forward

Silver and Bronze
Awards 2013-14

Bronze Practice and
Qualifying Expeditions
On Saturday 18 May, twenty-nine pupils in five groups set off on
their Bronze Award practice expedition. Their aim was to navigate
a planned route from drop-off points north of Chelmsford to the
Scout camp at Roxwell where they camped overnight. The next
day they completed their walk and finished at the church in High
Ongar. Each group needed to be self-sufficient and carry
everything they would require for the two days. The purpose of the
expedition was to practise navigation and camp-craft for their
qualifying expedition which subsequently took place on 28 and 29
June. We are pleased to announce that, on the submission of their
requisite paperwork, every member of our first Duke of Edinburgh
cohort will be awarded their Bronze Award. This is an excellent
achievement and all boys and staff involved should be warmly
congratulated.

Year 9 pupils were asked to apply for a place on the Bronze Award
for this academic year at the end of last term and successful
candidates will have been informed. As expected, demand for
places was extremely high and we congratulate all of those pupils
who have been awarded a place. The award is divided into four
sections: Skills, Physical, Volunteering and Expedition. It is
expected that pupils will complete the first three sections in their
own time, with each taking a minimum of three months to
complete, and one (of the pupils’ own choosing) taking six months.
There will be regular weekly meetings at lunchtime where
problems can be discussed and training will be given for the
Expedition section which will take place in the Summer Term of
2014. We look forward to another exciting year.
The current cohort of Year 10, having successfully navigated their
way through the Bronze award, will now move onto their Silver
Award. This involves a similar regime to the Bronze Award but
pupils are expected to spend at least six months volunteering, a
minimum of six months on either Physical or Skills and six months
on the remaining option. The more challenging Expedition section
will include a three-day practice venture in Sussex and a four-day
assessment in the White Peaks. These will take place in the
Summer Term of 2014.
Mr L Despres
Duke of Edinburgh Award Coordinator

Leyton-Brentwood Trip
The AS Geography field trip will once again be visiting London and Brentwood
on Saturday 9 November to carry out data collection in inner city and
suburban sites along a transect. We will be using Leyton, an area of East
London which borders the 2012 Olympics site, and Brentwood as our
fieldwork sites. These areas provide a strong contrast between inner city and
rural-urban fringe and will allow students to evaluate how the requirements
of residents differ between communities. Once back in School the empirical
data will be used to prepare for the fieldwork unit of their Advanced Level
examinations. Students will spend the day studying demographic and
environmental conditions in contrasting areas, focusing on how the
structure of the population effects service provision.
Miss S Sparks
Progress Leader for Year 9
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Trips and visits
Swan Lake at the Sadler’s
Wells Theatre
In an exciting new venture for WHSB, on Thursday 12 December forty pupils will
have the opportunity to attend the ballet at Sadler’s Wells Theatre in London.
Matthew Bourne’s Swan Lake has collected over thirty international awards and
is the longest running ballet in the West End. It has been praised for the highly
invigorating reimagining of the traditional ballet and the innovative use of an
all-male cast, giving the story a darker and more modern twist. The coach will
depart School at 5.00pm and return at 11.45pm. Tickets are priced at £22.50 for
pupils inclusive of travel.
Miss S Sparks, Progress Leader for Year 9

Trip to the London Buddhist Centre
On Saturday 19 October, Miss Braiden and Mr Halsall will take a group of fifteen students from Year 9 to the London Buddhist
Centre in Bethnal Green. This will be our second visit and it is primarily aimed at pupils who have clearly demonstrated that
they have a clear aptitude for the study of Religious Education.
The day will comprise a mini-retreat, where pupils will build upon their Year 9 studies in the first half term, and learn how
Buddhist teaching is practised in an urban and diverse community. The London Buddhist Centre exists to promote Buddhist
philosophy and ethics, but there is no intention to persuade anyone to join them. There will be a preparatory seminar prior to
the visit, with some extension work arising from it.
Miss G Braiden, Head of PSHEE

Year 8 English Civil War Day
On Friday 15 November the School plays host once more to the Past People re-enactment group
for a day of lectures and artefact handling relating to the English Civil War. In addition to putting on
the armour and equipment of a 17th Century soldier, learning pike drill, practising how to fire an
artillery piece and hearing a lecture from one of the country’s leading military historians, there will
be professional re-enactors “in character” to question and explore what it was like to live and fight
in the Civil Wars and find out more about what motivated participants in this extraordinary
“war without an enemy”.
Mr R Stevens, Oxbridge Coordinator and Head of Politics

Gifted and Talented Conference, Cambridge
In support of our students who aspire to secure a place at the top universities, the School identifies those who are deemed to
be our most able pupils, offers ‘stretch and challenge’ in the classroom, and specialised coaching beyond. One
important aspect of this provision is attendance at Academy Conference’s Study Day in Cambridge, aimed at stretching and
broadening the minds of this group of pupils. Dr Julia Arliss from the University of London will be joined by a stellar cast of
academics, who will give a series of university-style lectures on topics ranging from Philosophy to String Theory.
This year we will be organising a joint visit with our partners at Southend High School for Boys. The Conference will take
place on the 15 November 2013. Attendance will be by invitation.
Mr M Halsall, Head of Religious Education

Year 9 Chatham Historic Dockyards Day
On Friday 27 September the whole of Year 9 will be visiting Chatham Royal Docks as part of the
School’s Enrichment Programme. At Chatham – once the heart of the extensive industrial enterprise
that supported the Royal Navy from the time of Henry VIII to the Second World War – students will
visit amongst other things: the rope-walk, so vital in the age of sail; HMS Gannet, a Victorian gunboat
which helped to police the Empire and the world’s oceans when Britannia truly ruled the waves; HMS
Cavalier, a Second World War destroyer and they will experience the claustrophobic conditions aboard
the submarine HMS Ocelot, veteran of the Cold War.
Mr R Stevens, Oxbridge Coordinator and Head of Politics
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Clubs and Societies
Politics So
ciety
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Higher Order
Thinking Club

Our Higher Order Thinking Club has seen some
remarkable events happening since its inaugural
session in the Autumn Term. Topics ranging from the
Theory of Relativity and Jack Kerouac to Soviet music and
Stalinist oppression, through to Anarchy and Wittgenstein
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Music

of traditional Christmas melodies alongside a helping of
favourites from the Jazz repertoire. John Chapman will
introduce and conduct the music, and an entertaining
evening is in prospect. As in previous years, guests are
invited to bring their own food and drink, and they may sit
with their friends at tables in the Main Hall. Our seating
capacity is restricted to 360 so, in order to accommodate as
many as possible, each family is limited to a maximum of six
tickets. Reservations may be made using the Diary reply slip
at a price of £8 for adults and £5 for pupils.

Autumn Chamber
Recital
Thursday 10 October 2013

Westcliff Sinfonia
Autumn Concert

Audience attendance at our termly Chamber Concerts has
been rising steadily over the last few years. These very
pleasant evenings feature short solos and ensemble
performances from the best of both our younger and our
more experienced musicians. If you attend, you will hear a
great variety of music from such diverse instruments as cello,
marimba, saxophone, guitar and harp, not to mention violin
and piano. The forthcoming recital will include Frank
Bridge’s Berceuse, played by cellist Miles Graham and Wes
Montgomery’s‘ Round Midnight, played by electric guitarist
Joshua Ogunmokun. Maddie Scates will play Rodriguez’s
lively violin tango La Cumparsita and Tami Sotire, who sang
so beautifully in last Autumn’s recital, will be the soloist in
Don Besig’s Flying Free accompanied by a quintet of
musicians from the Sixth Form. There will be many other
solos and ensembles to look forward to. Please join us for
this enjoyable evening of music. Tickets are priced at £3 for
adults and without charge for pupils.

Thursday 21 November 2013
This year’s Autumn Concert will begin with Rossini’s
exuberant Overture to the Barber of Seville. This witty work
is full of fine melodies and will provide a rousing start to the
evening. Alissa Bass, in Year 13, is an exceptionally good
young flautist and she will be the soloist in Mozart’s Flute
Concerto in G. Mozart once wrote of the flute to his father:
“I am quite powerless when obliged to compose for an
instrument I cannot bear.” Yet Mozart wrote some of his most
beautiful solos for the flute and many of them are in this
concerto. The composer’s complaint about the instrument
may well have been his excuse for being late with a
composition! The second half of the Autumn Concert will
feature Malcolm Arnold’s Little Suite for Orchestra. Malcolm
Arnold was a respected trumpeter and wrote music of great
character and rhythmic vitality. His Suite should provide an
exciting end to the concert. Tickets are priced at £4 for adults
and without charge for pupils.

Christmas with the
WHSB Big Band
This very popular evening will take place on Friday 13
December. The Big Band will play a variety of arrangements

THEATRE, LITERATURE
and POETRY
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
at the Theatre Royal
Following the success of Matilda the Musical, producers have once again turned to beloved
children’s author Roald Dahl for the next West End sensation. One of Dahl’s most popular
books, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory will premiere in London as a new musical in the
summer of 2013 at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane and is expected to take a fresh look at
the popular tale. Indeed, Hollywood film director Sam Mendes has been involved with the
project since its inception and rehearsal and production dates were actually arranged around
the filming schedule of Mendes’ latest film, the critically acclaimed 007 blockbuster Skyfall.
Moreover, Academy-Award winner Mendes is no stranger to the West End having served
as Artistic Director of the Donmar Warehouse and having recently directed Kevin Spacey
in Richard III at the Old Vic. Mr Cass will lead a party from Westcliff to see this production
on Wednesday 16 October 2013 at 7.30pm – this promises to be an evening to remember!
Mr Cass, Director of Lower School Studies
14

Poetry in Performance Club
A Gothic Tale - Ghosts and Ghouls II
Thursday 14 November
Our Poetry in Performance Club continues this term, plundering the creative wells of
students as we gather once a week to put together our latest venture, A Gothic Tale. Our
show, set for mid-November, will take as its theme the wonderings of our forlorn hero, Angus,
falsely accused of killing his brother in a medieval village feud and ostracised by all around.
The ballad, written to precise rhythms and rhymes by Mr Allan-Smith working in
collaboration with students, will follow Angus’ dark pilgrimage and take us into a world of
giants, ghouls and goblins, of legendary monsters brought alive from the murky world of
dragon myth and sorcery. Music and dance will be there for you to enjoy as well, including
a flash-mob dance of puppet-skeletons currently being choreographed by two of our Year
13 girls. Painting from the Art Department will also be on show, courtesy of Mr Sinnott and
Mr Smith, depicting some of the dramatised scenes, as well as some spectacular sound and
light effects which should have you missing a beat or two! Younger members are
particularly welcome to attend our Thursday meetings in the Humanities Forum at 1:00pm.
Mr J Allan-Smith, Second in English

Sixth Form Essay Competition
Our 5th prize-winning Sixth Form Essay Competition gets under way in September. Last year’s topic ‘Why Explore Space?’
brought in a collection of very high quality essays which certainly kept Mr Allan-Smith, the Competition organiser, on his toes!
Syon Lee, now in Year 13, who won the competition, produced a brilliant piece which you will all be able to read in the next
edition of Tabula, together with the 2nd and 3rd placed students, Joel Oyelese and Keiran Brown, both fine writers with much to
commend them.
This year our chosen topic is simply ‘Should We Care?’ It should open doors into some very original territory. Essays, which
must be entirely original, need to be around 2000 words with evidence of research in a bibliography at the end. The deadline for
the essay is 29 November 2013. The winning essays will be announced by Mr Allan-Smith in a January Main School Assembly
when substantial cheques will be awarded to the top three students. All Sixth Formers are welcome to participate.

Sixth Form Humanities Library
English and other Humanities students looking for reading and research space with a library to turn to need look no further than
Room W9 this year. A Sixth Form library will open for lunchtime private study for students who need time to read in the silence
of a classroom. A lending library will be open two lunchtimes a week, Monday and Friday, under the supervision of Mr AllanSmith and students are very welcome to work there (in silence!) and borrow books for up to a month. It is hoped to extend the
range of books and shelves to cover a wider range of subject areas beyond the Humanities as the year progresses with titles
being updated constantly. Places are limited to twenty seats.
Mr J Allan-Smith, Second in English

Visit to Noel Coward Theatre:
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Friday 18 October 2013
We are taking a 24-seater bus to the Noel Coward Theatre on 18 October 2013 to see a
star-studded performance of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
"The course of true love never did run smooth" is the strong message of the play. Human
and magical worlds collide as mischief and chaos erupt across the stage. Love at first sight
proves a reality for some and makes a total ass of others. This is a production rich in
fast-paced, dynamic drama not to be missed.
One of our greatest directors of Shakespeare, Michael Grandage, directs this production
which will star the versatile and brilliant Sheridan Smith as Titania and David Walliams as
Bottom. This will be a magnificent crowd-pleaser of a production with love battles going on
in the dark forests around Athens and all kinds of hilarious shenanigans centred on the ‘play
within a play’, Pyramus and Thisbe.
Mr J Allan-Smith, Second in English
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THEATRE, LITERATURE
and POETRY
School Production: 1984
War is Peace, Freedom is Slavery, Ignorance is Strength, and such rings the
rhetoric of George Orwell’s 1984, a prophetic novel portraying a mercilessly brutal
dystopian society based on the ideals of subjugation, perpetual surveillance and
terror. In December, the Resistance comes to WHSB. Led by Leo Connell (Winston
Smith), a small group of dissenters aim to thwart the tyrannical regime, and to bring
an end to the violent repression, that has weathered the values of their own
humanity. This harrowing forecast of society is as relevant today as ever. The
performances on 4 and 5 December 2013 are sure to be intense occasions, with
sinister undercurrents sure to emanate an uneasy yet captivating atmosphere in
the Westcliff Theatre. Under the direction of William Coussens, and a cast
steeped in WHSB’s outstanding acting talent (including Richard Wells as the
enigmatic O’Brien), this promises to be one of the most unique experiences of
student-led drama in the School to date. With unrivalled ferocity, individualism
and powerful connotations both psychologically and politically, it cannot be
missed.
William Coussens, 13H

SPORT & HOUSE SYSTEM
Visit of Dean Macey
Westcliff High School for Boys continues to place great
emphasis on sporting excellence and in recent summers has
seen athletics grow in stature and achievement at the school.
Recently the School has been fortunate to secure the services
of Olympic Decathlete Dean Macey for two afternoons. Dean
worked with both staff and pupils to develop their knowledge
and performance in athletics on Wednesday 12 and
Thursday 20 June 2013.
The first session focused on sprints and jumps with 30 pupils
who have been identified as Gifted and Talented in their
disciplines being put through their paces. The afternoon
proved to be motivational and enjoyable. The pupils made
some significant progress acting on the excellent coaching
points provided by Dean.

The second session focused on the throws including Discus,
Shot Putt and Javelin. The pupils left the sessions with
invaluable advice on areas for development and a number
have responded to the advice showing considerable
improvements in subsequent competitions. We hope to
maintain Dean’s involvement in the future.
Mr D Phillips
Head of Physical Education

Review of the Summer
Season 2013
This Autumn, we can look back on another hugely successful
athletics season. In the National Track and Field Athletics Cup
both our Junior and Intermediate teams progressed to the
East Anglia Regional A Final. The Intermediate team
performed exceptionally well accruing a total of 530 points to
come 4th in East Anglia with the highest-ever score in the
School’s history. Cruelly the team was just two points short of
securing qualification for the National Finals. However the
Intermediate team can look back on four years of success
including their 4th place finish at the National finals in 2011.
Our Junior team performed superbly finishing in 3rd place in
East Anglia with a score of 506 points. This secured them a
place at the National Finals held in Gateshead on Saturday 29
June 2013. The National Finals brings together the top twelve
teams in England. This was an outstanding achievement.
After a tough day of competition, our team finished 7th in the
country, with team members producing nine personal best
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performances. This team is an exciting prospect for the
future.
In local competition, the School produced its most successful
performance for a number of years at the Southend Borough
Athletics Championship. The School placed 2nd overall.
Notable performances came from Posse Adekola, Micah
Tsekeri and Sylvan McGee (all Year 7) who all secured gold.
LeRon Hunte-St Rose broke the School triple jump record
with a jump of 11.43m whilst Toni Abatan and Sean Selvester
also won gold in Year 8. Aaron Mensah and Amecca Abazie
won gold in Year 9 in the hurdles and 300m respectively whilst
Sean Sevant won gold in the 800m for Year 10. The Year 8
relay team consisting of Toni Abatan, LeRon Hunte-St Rose ,
Matthew Otoo and Sean Selvester broke the Year 8 relay
record with a time of 50.2 seconds.

Cricket season. Particular success has come in Year 7 where
the team reached the semi-final of the Essex Cup and also
the final of the South East Essex Cup. The Year 8 team has
not fared quite as well. However, with an important victory
over their rivals, Southend High School for Boys, and a
potential strong run in the Essex Cup plate competition, all is
not lost. The Year 10 team will now look to defend its South
East Essex cup and league titles. Finally it has been another
very good year at Sixth Form level with the Under 17 team
qualifying for the Essex Cup semi-final. We hope the team
can repeat its success of last year and retain the trophy.
We look forward to the commencement of the Winter Season
and a full programme of Football and Rugby fixtures. We wish
our teams well for the forthcoming season.
Mr D Phillips
Head of Physical Education

The School also had fourteen pupils representing Southend
Borough in the Essex Schools Championships on Saturday
8 June 2013. There were impressive performances from Sean
Selvester who was placed 4th in the 300m, Aaron
Mensah-Afoakwah who won bronze in the Junior Boys
hurdles and Sean Sevant who was placed 5th in the
Intermediate Boys 800m. Special mention should go to Micah
Tsekeri in Year 7 who has, this year, broken a long standing
100m School record with a time of 12.7 seconds.

Celebrating Sporting
Success – Alice
Perkins
Alice Perkins joined the Sixth Form at the start of the last
academic year and has enjoyed appreciable success within
the fields of both Athletics and Cross-country. In March of this

At the time of writing WHSB has enjoyed another successful
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year, Alice was selected to compete for Essex after a series
of impressive performances left her ranked 3rd in the Essex
League. She has competed for Essex in the Southern
Inter-Counties and National Inter-Counties cross-country

Development of The
House System
The Summer Term was a period of transition in the House
System. We said goodbye to our old Captains and Vice
Captains and welcomed our new ones. We are pleased to
announce that Angus Turner, Matthew Wood, Ben Sansom
and Oliver Woodhouse have been appointed captains of
Harrier, Kestrel, Merlin and Osprey respectively.
Looking back to the previous term, the quest for the Phoenix
Cup culminated with a fiercely contested Sports Day and
annual Year 8 House Drama evening. As the final weeks of
the term approached and with many points still available,
Kestrel was ahead in both academic and non-academic
competitions. This, however, did not reflect the contributions
of House Points and Senior Commendations awarded to the
pupils across the year which are included in the final score.
Much like Sports Day and House Drama, the addition of these
points can have an effect on final rankings.

events, finishing in 3rd and 19th place respectively and her
Essex team won the overall Southern Inter-Counties
championship. As the Cross-country season drew to a close,
Alice turned her attention to the track where she competes
over both 1500m and 3000m. She has recently participated
in the England Athletics Under-20 and Under-23
Championships and European Trials where she broke her
personal best for the 3000m recording a time of 9 minutes
and 49 seconds (which is inside national qualifying standard).
This placed her 5th in the Championships in her age group
and led to her selection to compete for Essex in the English
Schools’ Track and Field Championships in July of this year.
We congratulate Alice on her recent achievements and wish
her every success in the future.
Mr W Williams
Assistant Head

Sixth Form Girls’
Netball at Westcliff
The Sixth Form Girls’ Netball team was established during the
previous academic year. They have made an encouraging
start and Miss Braiden and Miss Dolan are looking to build on
these positive foundations. This year the team hopes to
participate in a number of local matches and events. There
are also plans to attend national sporting events. All girls
interested in playing for the team should contact Miss Braiden
or Miss Dolan.
Miss F Dolan
Teacher of Geography
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Sports Day was, as ever, an exceptionally competitive day
and the whole School witnessed a plethora of sporting talent,
not least those Lower School athletes who had already
represented the School in the National finals. In the end
Osprey House won overall after a strong showing across all
year groups.
In the final contest, the fate of the Phoenix Cup rested on the
shoulders of our budding Year 8 thespians. Ross McIntyre
from Kestrel House was selected as Best Actor, and after their
riveting performance of Hamlet, Merlin House was declared
the overall winner.
In summary, last year’s non-academic winner was Osprey
House. After the inclusion of House Points and Senior
Commendations, Harrier House won the Academic Cup.
Overall winner, and retaining the Phoenix Cup, is Kestrel
House.
Mr A Barnett
Coordinator of the House System

WHSB
PARENTS' ASSOCIATION
Meet and Greet
Evening for New
Year 7 Parents

Annual Winter
Ball 2013

On 9 September 2013, the Parents’ Association warmly
invite our new Year 7 parents to a Meet and Greet
evening. The evening provides the opportunity for
parents to meet others, especially those in their son’s
Form and have a chat over drinks and nibbles. This
informal part of the evening will run from 6.30pm until
8.00pm and there is no charge to attend. Please use the
Diary Reply Slip to indicate your attendance. Following
the informal first part of the evening, the Parents’
Association will hold its Annual General Meeting. You will
hear a summary of our fundraising efforts over the
previous year, a presentation of our accounts and the
voting for new Committee post-holders. We look forward
to welcoming you to the School and to helping you and
your son settle in.

You are cordially invited to our Annual Winter Ball on
Saturday 30 November, the highlight of our fundraising
calendar. We begin with a Cava reception in the
Humanities Forum and then move into the School Hall
which is transformed into a lovely ballroom for the
evening. A four-course meal will be served, followed by
dancing to music provided by our very popular live band.
A professional photographer will also be providing a
service during the evening. Tickets are priced at £40 per
person and seating is in tables of eight to ten; at the time
of booking, please indicate if you wish to be seated with
friends and if you require a vegetarian option. Please be
advised that tickets for the Ball usually sell out very quickly.

Fundraising
Christmas
Shop Online and
Raise Funds for the Puddings
School
Easyfundraising is a shopping directory listing some of
the UK’s favourite online stores including Amazon, John
Lewis, M&S, and Debenhams and over 2,000 others.
Just use the links on the Easyfundraising site whenever
you shop online and, at no extra cost to you, the
Parents’ Association will receive a free donation of up to
15% from every purchase you make. It really is that
simple and it is completely FREE to register. You will not
pay a penny more for your shopping when you use the
easyfundraising site. In fact you may save money as
many retailers offer discounts, special offers and even
'e-vouchers' exclusive to easyfundraising. All parents
need to do is visit www.easyfundraising.org.uk and when
you register, select Westcliff High School for Boys as the
organisation you wish to support. Our thanks in
anticipation.

We are delighted to be able to offer award winning
Christmas puddings from the Ultimate Plum Pudding
Company. This fully accredited Cumbrian company has
been making puddings for twenty-three years for a
number of very prestigious retailers, some very fine
hotels, and for many fundraisers. Their puddings are top
of the range products and are not available from
supermarkets. They come nicely wrapped in shiny red
foil with our own WHSB label and are available in
traditional, non-alcoholic and gluten-free varieties! They
can be ordered through the Finance Office using the
Westcliff Diary Reply Slip and your order will be passed
to your son or daughter before the end of term. We highly
recommend that you give yourself a treat or use them as
Christmas gifts and support the School in the process.
All proceeds go to the WHSB Parents’ Association funds.
Deliciously good sense!

Mrs J Clarke,
Chair of the Parentsʼ Association
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CALENDAR FOR
THE AUTUMN TERM 2013
FIRST HALF TERM
Mon 2 Sept
Tue 3 Sept

Mon 9 Sept
Sat 14 Sept
Mon 16 Sept
Wed 18 Sept
Thur 19 Sept

Sat 21 Sept
Tue 24 Sept
Wed 25 Sept

Thur 26 Sept

Fri 27 Sept
Sat 5 Oct
Wed 9-18 Oct
Thurs 10 Oct
Sat 12 Oct
Wed 16 Oct
Thur 17 Oct
Fri 18 Oct

Sat 19 Oct

Wed 23 Oct
Thur 24 Oct
Fri 25 Oct
28 Oct-1 Nov

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY
AUTUMN TERM BEGINS
Individual School Photographs for
Years 7, 9, 11 and new Year 12
followed by Whole School Photograph
Year 7 Meet & Greet, 6.30pm
PA AGM, 7.30pm
Year 7 trip to East Mersea
OWA Dinner 6.15pm for 7.00pm
German Exchange Briefing Meeting,
7.30pm
Year 12 Politics students visit Palace of
Westminster
Helping Parents Help Their Sons,
4.00pm-6.00pm
Forensic Archaeology Lecture,
7.00pm-9.00pm
11+ Entrance Examination,
9.00am-12.45pm
Year 10 Education Evening, 7.30pm
Year 11 trip to Physics at Work
Exhibition, Cambridge,
11.30am-5.30pm
Helping Parents Help Their Sons,
4.00pm-6.00pm
Dr Carolin Crawford Lecture,
7.00pm-9.00pm
Enrichment Day
Westcliff Centre for Gifted Children,
Geography Day, 9.00am-2.15pm
German Exchange students arrive.
Autumn Chamber Recital, 7.30pm
Westcliff Centre for Gifted Children, 11+
Launch Day, 9.00am-2.15pm
Year 8 trip to Charlie & The Chocolate
Factory, Theatre Royal, depart 4.30pm
Westcliff Centre for Gifted Children,
4.15pm-5.15pm
Issue of Reports – Year 11
Midsummer's Night Dream at Noel
Coward Theatre, depart 5.00pm
Year 11 Gifted &Talented pupils visit Oxford
Year 9 pupils visit the Buddhist Centre,
Bethnal Green, 9.00am-5.00pm
Westcliff Centre for Gifted Children,
Science Day, 9.00am-2.15pm
Open Day for Year 6 pupils with pass mark
only, 2.30pm-4.00pm and 7.00pm-8.30pm
Westcliff Centre for Gifted Children,
4.15pm-5.15pm
Issue of Reports - Years 7, 12, 13
WHSG Disco in School Dining Hall, 7.00pm
HALF TERM
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